CHRISTIAN ROOTS ACADEMY HANDBOOK
At Christian Roots Academy (CRA), we nurture young minds with a Christian emphasis allowing them to grow their education in a smaller class size.
In each of our days, we ensure that God is a known part of our lives. We are committed to putting God first in our school, fostering an environment where faith guides our actions and decisions.
OUR VISION
We believe children are successful when they are in a caring structured environment. Our vision at Christian Roots Academy is to provide a program that focuses on the whole child, from their early education to a growing a relationship with Jesus. Our loving Christian environment supports and encourages play, friendship, and learning.
ATTENDANCE
Children are encouraged to be in attendance to ensure they stay on track with their learning. Parents check-in and out students through the Brightwheel App. 

ABSENCES
Parents should notify the classroom teacher by phone or text before 9 AM.
DRESS CODE
All students should wear modest clothing, not containing profanity or inappropriate images. Children must be dressed appropriately for our playground activities and weather.
CONTACT TEACHERS
Teachers are available via text or through a scheduled meeting after school hours.
DAYS & HOURS
Enrollment to Christian Roots Academy is open to any child without discrimination regarding sex, race, ethnicity, religion, or political beliefs, provided that our program meets the child’s needs.
We are a Private Christian Academy and believe children should be engaging with Jesus daily. Proverbs 22:6 says, “Direct children onto the right path and when they are older, they will not depart from it.” Each morning our class opens in prayer and ends in worship.
School Day – 8:00-3:00
Extended Day (Stay & Play) - 3:00-4:00 
TUITION
Registration - $75/year
Supply Fee/due each semester - $100/semester
Genesis Class (ages 3-5)
5 days - $800/month
3 days - $480/month
2 days - $320/month
Proverbs Class (ages 5-8)
3 days (T-TH) - $500/month
Drop-Ins
$40/day 8:00-3:00
Stay & Play 3:00-4:00
$10/day
Tuition is due by the first day of each month. Your invoice can be found in Brightwheel. 
Full tuition is due regardless of the number of school days in each month.
Any tuition paid after the first of the month will be subject to a $25 late fee per day. If tuition payment fails and is returned, a $35 fee will be issued.
Because this is a private homeschool, the Texas law does not require us to meet a certain number of days for education. We do not give credits or refunds for absences including vacations, illness, or holidays. Credit will not be given if the school must close due to weather events, national emergencies, pandemics, or any events beyond the school’s control. However, we can easily host video school in those cases. 
FIELD TRIPS
Once a month, a group field trip will be scheduled on a Friday for our Proverbs Class. Parent volunteers are needed during field trips to supervise the children.

REGISTRATION & PRIORITY
The School Year Program is from August – May.
Registration opens in March for current students and siblings. Standard Registration will open in April for all other families.

Enrollment is fulfilled on a first come basis. Once enrollment is full, your child will be placed on a waiting list. If a spot becomes available throughout the year, we begin contacting families on our wait list.
Per Texas Law, there is no limit to the number of students in a private homeschool. However, Christian Roots Academy has elected to keep our student count between 10 and 12 (depending on student dynamics). We believe that a smaller classroom setting helps children to become more successful. It allows for more one-on-one interaction with each child and there are greater opportunities to differentiate each student’s needs.
VACCINES
We believe vaccinations are a choice, not a requirement. We do not require proof of vaccinations to attend Christian Roots Academy.
MEDICATION
Christian Roots Academy does not administer medication to students. If your child is taking medications, please plan accordingly to give it to them before or after school.
HYGIENE
1. All students must be potty trained
2. All students must wear proper clothing and footwear
3. All students must be groomed, bathed, etc.
CLASSES
As a part of Christian Roots Academy, our students fall into:
Preschool/Pre-K: Genesis Class (ages 3-5)
Lower Elementary: Proverbs Class (Kindergarten – 2nd Grade)
Upper Elementary: Ephesians Class (3rd – 5th Grade)
SCHOOL CLOSURE PROCEDURES
Credit will not be given if the school must close due to weather events, national emergencies, pandemics, or any events beyond the school’s control. Just as students become ill, sometimes our staff does too. CRA is allowed 4 paid sick days per year. Families are notified as early as possible to make other arrangements for the day. The Brightwheel calendar also shows when the school will be closed for holidays and parents should plan accordingly. In emergency closure events, we can easily host video school.
In the event of the following circumstances, please follow these instructions:
· Inclement Weather - we don’t count absentee or tardies, so there is no need to take a risk and drive in bad conditions. Be safe. Since we reside in Denton, we will follow the Denton ISD school closures for weather.
· Tornado Warnings - if your child is in our care, we will seek safety in the bathroom.
· Fire - we practice safely exiting the school. And, if safe, we will be directly across the street.
TERMINATION
The first two weeks of enrollment is a trial period and CRA may unenroll a child if we see that the child is not a good fit for our program. In this trial, if termination is necessary the enrollment fee of $75 is nonrefundable; however, the $100 supply fee will be refunded. In the case where You need to terminate your child's enrollment, there is no refund given.
ITEMS TO BRING DAILY
Each student must bring to school every day:
· Backpack 
· Water bottle with name written on it (only water should be filled in it)
· Lunchbox
· Snack
· Change of clothes
*PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY TOYS FROM HOME 
LUNCH & SNACKS
Parents are responsible for feeding their child breakfast before school and providing their child’s food each day. We encourage parents to provide a healthy lunch and snack. Carbonated beverages and candy are not allowed. All foods must be considered "picnic" ready, which means eaten without refrigeration or heating. The school is not responsible for the nutritional value of the food each child brings to school.
If there is an allergy and our class needs to be (Allergy)-Free, each family will be notified.
The school provides additional water for all children.
Students will bring their own snacks to eat during snack time, such as pretzels, goldfish, granola bar, etc.
PHOTOGRAPHS & VIDEO 
Pictures and videos taken of children during the school year will be used for school purposes. You may opt out of your child’s pictures used on our website and school Facebook page.
PARENT COMMUNICATION
Parents/guardians may visit the school at any time during hours of operation to observe their child, daily activities, and play. Parents are also free to text the teacher or any staff concerning their child. Please give ample time for a response. If the matter is urgent, please call multiple times.
PARENT NOTIFICATION 
CRA may choose to update the Operational Policies and Procedures (Student & Parent Guidelines). If there are any changes, you will be notified of the change.
COMMUNICATION
At CRA, we believe that close communication with each family ensures the success of our students. Parents will receive notice with information about home related or community activities, school information, and upcoming events. 
FAMILY EXPECTATIONS
Just as we set guidelines for appropriate behavior of children, we also must ensure that parents and other adults who come to our school know what our expectations are in terms of their interaction with us, other children, and other parents.
Parents/guardians and their guests must use appropriate language while on our property and dress appropriately.
DISCUSSING POLICIES & PROCEDURES
Parents are welcome to contact CRA with any questions they may have regarding their child’s care or about any of our policies.

ABUSE & NEGLECT
CRA will ensure training is completed by all employees to prevent and respond to abuse and neglect of children. Child Abuse Hotline 1-800-252-5400
LOST & FOUND
Please be sure to label items that your child brings to school, it is much easier to return lost items if it is labeled. If your child is missing anything, please inquire with us.
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
CRA strongly believes and supports the need for physical activity each day. Our program has many opportunities for physical activity throughout the day. All children will have outdoor play each day (weather permitting). Children will have ample opportunity to do moderate to vigorous activities, such as running, climbing, dancing, skipping, and jumping.
In addition, all children will participate each day in structured, teacher-led activities or games that promote movement over the course of the day, and continuous opportunities to develop and practice age-appropriate gross motor and movement skills. Physical activity may take place inside or out.
Throughout the school year, children will participate in water activities such as water tables and splash pad play during hot months. 
SUNSCREEN & INSECT REPELLENT
CRA teachers can help apply sunscreen and insect repellent provided by the parent. Your child’s name must be written on it. Sunscreen and insect repellent must be in spray form. 
PARENT RIGHTS
A parent or guardian of a child has the right to:
· enter and observe the facility during the hours of operation
· have the facility comply with a court order preventing another parent or guardian from visiting or picking up a child
· request to schedule a meeting with any faculty member
CELEBRATIONS
CRA loves to celebrate and make children feel special on their birthday! You are welcome to bring snacks or cupcakes to share with the class. You will be notified of any diet restrictions or allergies the class may have.
Holiday parties are a fun and essential part of the early childhood classroom. There will be several celebrations throughout the school year. Parents are encouraged to help with donating specific snack items for the parties. A note will be sent home for more information.
OUTSIDE PLAY
Our students will have two recess time each day as the weather permits. Our class will have proper supervision during play time.
ANIMALS
Our family has 2 small dogs in our home. The dogs are not allowed to enter the Genesis Classroom at any time during school hours. While the children are playing outside, the dogs are not allowed outdoors.
DISCIPLINE & GUIDANCE 
The behavior management system we use in our classroom is “Green Choices and Red Choices.” It is a positive approach to behavior and a universal support to all students in the classroom. Green Choices are good behaviors, worded in a positive way. They are the choices we want our students to make, like “gentle hands” and “use kind words.” Green and Red Choices focus on the choice rather than the child. We have the Green Choices visible in the classroom that we discuss each day. We strive to use positive methods of correction and guidance that encourage self-esteem and self-control. Students are given praise and encouragement for positive behavior and making green choices, and we try to minimize our attention towards unacceptable behavior. Each morning, we remind children of behavior expectations by using clear, positive statements and reviewing our green choices. CRA will not use harsh, cruel, or unusual treatment towards any child.

In cases where a student is continually making red choices, we may apply a time-out.
ILLNESS & EXCLUSIONS
Your child’s health is important to us. Precautions are taken to safeguard the health of all children enrolled. If your child becomes ill at school, we will immediately contact you and ask you to come pick up your child within 30-minutes of being notified. Symptoms and signs of illness include: a temperature of 100+ degrees, unknown rash, lice, vomiting, pink eye, and diarrhea. Children must stay home until he/she is free from symptoms for 24 hours. Parents should notify the school if their child is out sick due to communicable disease so that the school can take the necessary precautions. CRA will immediately notify parents, if any communicable disease has affected our school.
MINOR ACCIDENTS
If your child suffers a minor injury at school, we will treat the injury and let you know what happened. In the event of an injury involving the child’s head or leaving a mark, the parent will be contacted immediately.
MEDICAL EMERGENCY 
In the case of a more severe injury the appropriate first aid measures will be taken immediately to care for the child, the parents will be notified, and if necessary, parents will be asked to pick up the child for further medical treatment. Emergencies may result in a call to 911. It is very important that all telephone numbers and emergency information be kept current so that parents can be reached. If cell phone numbers have been provided to the school, please be sure phones are turned on while your child is attending school. In the case of emergency, parents will be notified by phone. If we are unable to reach a parent, we will begin calling numbers from your child’s emergency contact list.
ALLERGY ACTION PLAN
CRA will make every reasonable effort to meet the needs of children with severe allergies. Please indicate on the enrollment form if your child has severe allergies that require specific protocols, such as an EPI pen. Teachers are trained and can administer an EPI pen for a life-threatening allergic reaction.
PROCEDURE FOR RELEASE OF CHILDREN
Drop Off Procedure Standard drop off time is between 8:00-9:00
1. Park along the curb.
2. Please walk your child into the house.
3. Once inside use the Brightwheel App to check-in your child.
Note: We require every child to be dropped off before our cut-off time of 9:00.
Pick Up Procedure Standard pick up time is 3:00
1. Park along the curb.
2. Use the Brightwheel App to check-out your child.
3. Please walk your child out of the house or playground (wherever we may end our day).
In the case that we do not recognize the person picking up, we will ask for identification. The person picking up must be an authorized person to pick up and be on the pickup list.
Our regular school hours are 8:00-3:00. Please be on time to pick up your child. Any children picked up after 3:00 will incur a late fee of $1 per minute. Frequent tardiness will result in an additional $25 charge.
Stay & Play (3:00-4:00) is available for $10 per day.
CURRICULUM
Bible: Joy in the Journey 
Science: God’s Design Master Books, Little Learners Science
Genesis Class: Pocket of Preschool (this is differentiated from preschool through kindergarten)
Proverbs Class: CRA Created Curriculum (compiled of different educational components)
Ephesians Class: Hybrid Program (incorporating online and direct teaching) for Math and Language Art (This allows our students to work at their own pace.) 
ENRICHMENT
Each day we set aside 30 minutes for enrichment programs. We provide opportunities for students to explore subjects beyond the standard curriculum, stimulating curiosity and promoting deeper understanding. These activities encourage creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. Enrichment helps accommodate different learning styles, ensuring that each student can engage meaningfully with the material.
Monday – Spanish
Tuesday – Art
Wednesday – Music & Movement
Thursday – Science
Friday – P.E.
SUMMER CAMP
CRA offers 8 weeks of Summer Camp in June and July. Each week is a different theme involving hands-on activities, games, learning, and enrichment. Our camps are Monday through Thursday from 9:00-3:00, with an option for Stay & Play until 4:00.                               Some of our camp themes in the past have been: 
Art Camp, STEM Camp, Shark Week, Camp Fitness, Science Camp, Cooking Camp, Superhero VBS Camp, Animal Camp, Baking Camp, Nature Camp, etc.


